Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.076; wR factor = 0.276; data-to-parameter ratio = 21.1.
The title compound, C 12 H 22 NSi + ÁCl À , contains two formula units in the asymmetric unit and is a hydrochloride salt in which the amine N atom is protonated and the NH 3 + group forms hydrogen bonds with the Cl À anion, forming a ribbon in the c-axis direction.
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Comment
The title compound is a substituted α-phenyethylaminium chloride. Phenylethyl amines are substrates for dopamine-β-hydroxylase and are of biological importance. Silicon substituted phenylethyl amines have been investigated for biological activity and use as insecticide and applications in pharmaceuticals (Frankel et al. 1968) . Viewing these compounds as substituted 3-silylpropylamine where they have application in monolayer construction and nanotechnology (Li et al. 2009 ) and use in oil recovery via reverse ionic liquids (Blasucci et al., 2010) . Phenylethyl amines are important building blocks in isoquinoline alkaloid synthesis via Pictet-Spengler (Lorenz et al. 2010) .
In view of the importance of these compounds the structure of 2-phenyl-3-(trimethylsilyl)-propan-l-aminium chloride, C 12 H 22 ClNSi is reported. The title compound contains two formula units in the asymmetric unit and is a hydrochloride salt where the amine N is protonated and the NH 3 + group forms hydrogen bonds with the Cl -anion. These hydrogen bonds form a ribbon in the c direction. The metrical parameters for the salt are in the normal range (Allen, 2002) .
Experimental
To 5.20 g (44.4 mmol) benzylnitrile in 40 ml of dry THF under nitrogen atmosphere, cooled in an ice bath was added 28.0 ml of n-Bu Li (1.6 M) (44.8 mmol) dropwise. After the addition was complete the solution turned to a creamy slurry. The mixture was stirred for 10 minutes then the ice bath was removed and 5.54 g of chloromethyltrimethyl silane (6.3 ml) was added dropwise. After the addition was complete the mixture was stirred for 2 h at room temperature. The reaction was worked up by water addition and extraction with ether twice (25 ml). The organic layers were combined and washed with saturated NaCl solution, dried (MgSO4). The solvent was removed to give 3-trimethylsilyl-2-phenyl-propionitrile, as yellowish liquid 7.5 g (78%). 2.0 g of 3-trimethylsilyl-2-phenyl-propionitrile were dissolved in 5 ml of dry THF and heated to 343 K in a distillation set up. 3.0 ml of BH 3 .DMS (10 M) was added dropwise over a period of 10 minutes. Dimethylsulfide (DMS) distilled off the reaction mixture and was collected in the receiver. The mixture was heated for 15 minutes then cooled to room temperature. A reflux condenser was connected to the reaction flask and 10 ml of 6 M HCl was added carefully and slowly. After the addition was complete and no more gas evolved the mixture was heated for 30 minutes at reflux. The reaction mixture was cooled to room temperature, transferred to a beaker. KOH pellets were added slowly to the solution to neutralize the acid. The mixture was extracted with 2x25 ml of ether. The organic layers were combined and 5 ml of concentrated HCl was added. The aqueous layer was allowed to evaporate to give white solid. The solid was washed with ether and filtered to give 0.98 g (41%) of the title compound. A sample was dissolved in water and allowed to evaporate slowly to give clear crystals of the title compound used for x-ray crystallography. 
